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§ 50.23 Policy against entering into 
final settlement agreements or con-
sent decree that are subject to con-
fidentiality provisions and against 
seeking or concurring in the sealing 
of such documents. 

(a) It is the policy of the Department 
of Justice that, in any civil matter in 
which the Department is representing 
the interests of the United States or its 
agencies, it will not enter into final 
settlement agreements or consent de-
crees that are subject to confiden-
tiality provisions, nor will it seek or 
concur in the sealing of such docu-
ments. This policy flows from the prin-
ciple of openness in government and is 
consistent with the Department’s poli-
cies regarding openness in judicial pro-
ceedings (see 28 CFR 50.9) and the Free-
dom of Information Act (see Memo-
randum for Heads of Departments and 
Agencies from the Attorney General 
Re: The Freedom of Information Act (Oct. 
4, 1993)). 

(b) There may be rare circumstances 
that warrant an exception to this gen-
eral rule. In determining whether an 
exception is appropriate, any such cir-
cumstances must be considered in the 
context of the public’s strong interest 
in knowing about the conduct of its 
Government and expenditure of its re-
sources. The existence of such cir-
cumstances must be documented as 
part of the approval process, and any 
confidentiality provision must be 
drawn as narrowly as possible. Non-del-
egable approval authority to determine 
that an exception justifies use of a con-
fidentiality provision in, or seeking or 
concurring in the sealing of, a final set-
tlement or consent decree resides with 
the relevant Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral or United States Attorney, unless 
authority to approve the settlement 
itself lies with a more senior Depart-
ment official, in which case the more 
senior official will have such approval 
authority. 

(c) Regardless of whether particular 
information is subject to a confiden-
tiality provision or to seal, statutes 
and regulations may prohibit its dis-
closure from Department of Justice 
files. Thus, before releasing any infor-
mation, Department attorneys should 
consult all appropriate statutes and 
regulations (e.g., 5 U.S.C. 552a (Privacy 

Act); 50 U.S.C. 403–3(c)(6) (concerning 
intelligence sources and methods), and 
Execution Order 12958 (concerning na-
tional security information). In par-
ticular, in matters involving individ-
uals, the Privacy Act regulates disclo-
sure of settlement agreements that 
have not been made part of the court 
record. 

(d) The principles set forth in this 
section are intended to provide guid-
ance to attorneys for the Government 
and are not intended to create or rec-
ognize any legally enforceable right in 
any person. 

[Order No. 2270–99, 64 FR 59122, Nov. 2, 1999] 

§ 50.24 Annuity broker minimum quali-
fications. 

(a) Minimum standards. The Civil Di-
vision, United States Department of 
Justice, shall establish a list of annu-
ity brokers who meet minimum quali-
fications for providing annuity broker-
age services in connection with struc-
tured settlements entered by the 
United States. Those qualifications are 
as follows: 

(1) The broker must have a current 
license issued by at least one State, the 
District of Columbia, or a Territory of 
the United States as a life insurance 
agent, producer, or broker; 

(2) The broker must have a current 
license or appointment issued by at 
least one life insurance company to 
sell its structured settlement annuity 
contracts or to act as a structured set-
tlement consultant or broker for the 
company; 

(3) The broker must be currently cov-
ered by an Errors and Omissions insur-
ance policy, or an equivalent form of 
insurance; 

(4) The broker must never have had a 
license to be a life insurance agent, 
producer, or broker revoked, rescinded, 
or suspended for any reason or for any 
period of time; 

(5) The broker must not have been 
convicted of a felony; and 

(6) The broker must have had sub-
stantial experience in each of the past 
three years in providing structured set-
tlement brokerage services to or on be-
half of defendants or their counsel. 

(b) Procedures for inclusion on the list. 
(1) An annuity broker who desires to be 
included on the list must submit a 
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‘‘Declaration’’ that he or she has re-
viewed the list of minimum qualifica-
tions set forth in paragraph (a) of this 
section and that he or she meets those 
minimum qualifications. A sample of 
the Declaration for annuity brokers to 
submit is available from the Civil Divi-
sion’s Web site (http://www.usdoj.gov/ 
civil/home.html) or by written request to 
the address in this section. These min-
imum qualifications must be contin-
ually met for a broker who has been in-
cluded on the list to remain included 
when the list is updated thereafter. 
The Declaration must be executed 
under penalty of perjury in a manner 
specified in 28 U.S.C. 1746. 

(2) Each broker must submit a new 
Declaration annually to be included on 
updated lists. For a broker to be in-
cluded on the initial list to be estab-
lished by May 1, 2003, the Torts Branch, 
Civil Division, must receive the bro-
ker’s Declaration no later than April 
24, 2003. If the broker wishes to be in-
cluded on updated lists, the Torts 
Branch must receive a new Declaration 
from the broker between January 1 and 
April 10 of each successive calendar 
year. After the Declaration is com-
pleted and signed, the original must be 
mailed to the United States Depart-
ment of Justice, Civil Division, FTCA 
Staff, Post Office Box 888, Benjamin 
Franklin Station, Washington, DC 
20044. The Department of Justice will 
not accept a photocopy or facsimile of 
the Declaration. 

(3) A Declaration will not be accepted 
by the Department of Justice unless it 
is complete and has been signed by the 
individual annuity broker requesting 
inclusion on the list. A Declaration 
that is incomplete or has been altered, 
amended, or changed in any respect 
from the Declaration at the Civil Divi-
sion’s Web site will not be accepted by 
the Department of Justice. Such a Dec-
laration will be returned to the annu-
ity broker who submitted it, and the 
Department of Justice will take no fur-
ther action on the request for inclusion 
on the list until the defect in the Dec-
laration has been cured by the annuity 
broker. 

(4) The Department of Justice will re-
tain a complete Declaration signed and 
filed by an annuity broker requesting 
to be on the list. Because this rule does 

not require the submission of any addi-
tional information, the Department re-
tains discretion to dispose of additional 
information or documentation pro-
vided by an annuity broker. 

(5) The Department of Justice will 
not accept a Declaration submitted by 
an annuity company or by someone on 
behalf of another individual or group of 
individuals. Each individual annuity 
broker who desires to be included on 
the list must submit his or her own 
Declaration. 

(6) An annuity broker whose name 
appears on the list incorrectly may 
submit a written request that his or 
her name be corrected. An annuity 
broker whose name appears on the list 
may submit a written request that his 
or her name be removed from the list. 

(7) To the extent practicable, a name 
correction or deletion will appear on 
the next revision of the list imme-
diately after receipt of the written re-
quest for a name correction or dele-
tion. A written request for a name cor-
rection or deletion must be mailed to 
the United States Department of Jus-
tice, Civil Division, FTCA Staff, Post 
Office Box 888, Benjamin Franklin Sta-
tion, Washington, DC 20044. Facsimiles 
will not be accepted. 

(8) The list of annuity brokers estab-
lished pursuant to this section will be 
updated periodically, but not more 
often than twice every calendar year, 
beginning in calendar year 2004. 

(c) Disclaimers. (1) The inclusion of an 
annuity broker on the list signifies 
only that the individual declared under 
penalty of perjury that he or she meets 
the minimum qualifications required 
by the Attorney General for providing 
annuity brokerage services in connec-
tion with structured settlements en-
tered into by the United States. Be-
cause the decision to include an indi-
vidual annuity broker on the list is 
based solely and exclusively on the 
Declaration submitted by the annuity 
broker, the appearance of an annuity 
broker’s name on the list does not sig-
nify that the annuity broker actually 
meets those minimum qualifications or 
is otherwise competent to provide 
structured settlement brokerage serv-
ices to the United States. No pref-
erential consideration will be given to 
an annuity broker appearing on the list 
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except to the extent that United States 
Attorneys utilize the list pursuant to 
section 11015(b) of Public Law 107–273. 

(2) By submitting a Declaration to 
the Department of Justice, the indi-
vidual annuity broker agrees that the 
Declaration and the list each may be 
made public in its entirety, and the an-
nuity broker expressly consents to 
such release and disclosure of the Dec-
laration and list. 

[Order No. 2667–2003, 68 FR 18120, Apr. 15, 
2003] 

§ 50.25 Assumption of concurrent Fed-
eral criminal jurisdiction in certain 
areas of Indian country. 

(a) Assumption of concurrent Federal 
criminal jurisdiction. (1) Under 18 U.S.C. 
1162(d), the United States may accept 
concurrent Federal criminal jurisdic-
tion to prosecute violations of 18 U.S.C. 
1152 (the General Crimes, or Indian 
Country Crimes, Act) and 18 U.S.C. 1153 
(the Major Crimes, or Indian Major 
Crimes, Act) within areas of Indian 
country in the States of Alaska, Cali-
fornia, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, 
and Wisconsin that are subject to State 
criminal jurisdiction under Public Law 
280, 18 U.S.C. 1162(a), if the tribe re-
quests such an assumption of jurisdic-
tion and the Attorney General con-
sents to that request. Once the Attor-
ney General has consented to an Indian 
tribe’s request for assumption of con-
current Federal criminal jurisdiction, 
the General Crimes and Major Crimes 
Acts shall apply in the Indian country 
of the requesting tribe that is located 
in any of these ‘‘mandatory’’ Public 
Law 280 States, and criminal jurisdic-
tion over those areas shall be concur-
rent among the Federal Government, 
the State government, and (where ap-
plicable) the tribal government. As-
sumption of concurrent Federal crimi-
nal jurisdiction under 18 U.S.C. 1162(d) 
does not require the agreement, con-
sent, or concurrence of any State or 
local government. 

(2) Under 25 U.S.C. 1321(a)(2), the 
United States may exercise concurrent 
Federal criminal jurisdiction in other 
areas of Indian country as to which 
States have assumed ‘‘optional’’ Public 
Law 280 criminal jurisdiction under 25 
U.S.C. 1321(a), if a tribe so requests and 
after consultation with and consent by 

the Attorney General. The Depart-
ment’s view is that such concurrent 
Federal criminal jurisdiction exists 
under applicable statutes in these 
areas of Indian country, even if the 
Federal Government does not formally 
accept such jurisdiction in response to 
petitions from individual tribes. This 
rule therefore does not establish proce-
dures for processing requests from 
tribes under 25 U.S.C. 1321(a)(2). 

(b) Request requirements. (1) A tribal 
request for assumption of concurrent 
Federal criminal jurisdiction under 18 
U.S.C. 1162(d) shall be made by the 
chief executive official of a federally 
recognized Indian tribe that occupies 
Indian country listed in 18 U.S.C. 
1162(a). For purposes of this section, a 
chief executive official may include a 
tribal chairperson, president, governor, 
principal chief, or other equivalent po-
sition. 

(2) The tribal request shall be sub-
mitted in writing to the Director of the 
Office of Tribal Justice at the Depart-
ment of Justice. The first page of the 
tribal request shall be clearly marked: 
‘‘Request for United States Assump-
tion of Concurrent Federal Criminal 
Jurisdiction.’’ The tribal request shall 
explain why the assumption of concur-
rent Federal criminal jurisdiction will 
improve public safety and criminal law 
enforcement and reduce crime in the 
Indian country of the requesting tribe. 
The tribal request shall also identify 
each local or State agency that cur-
rently has jurisdiction to investigate 
or prosecute criminal violations in the 
Indian country of the tribe and shall 
provide contact information for each 
such agency. 

(c) Process for handling tribal requests. 
(1) Upon receipt of a tribal request, the 
Office of Tribal Justice shall: 

(i) Acknowledge receipt; and 
(ii) Open a file. 
(2) Within 30 days of receipt of a trib-

al request, the Office of Tribal Justice 
shall: 

(i) Publish a notice in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER, seeking comments from the 
general public; 

(ii) Send written notice of the re-
quest to the State and local agencies 
identified by the tribe as having crimi-
nal jurisdiction over the tribe’s Indian 
country, with a copy of the notice to 
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